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Are There Pay Phonés i in n Caracas? : 
“They are. on ‘the Pan “Ari night Aight to Caracas; three 
hours_away. from ‘at least” a ‘hundred πίγθξ stories 
nd a lot of steaming intrigue. 25 
“What * ‘are’ our solgseie 5 getting “through ‘this 
a “alive?” asks Rothchild. 3 5" to 

ci ΚΎΕΙ, that alt Gevende on whe. you- talk to ed hoe 

‘paranoid | ‘they are,” says Branch.. “Our friends in 
ἂν ‘ Washington: used ‘to. ‘be simple’ journalists. and policy ~ 
- analysts. "Now they are three-pay-phone men. That 
means you can’t call ther without using three pay 
- “phones. You call them tip and ail they'll say is ‘phone 
number ore.’ “Then they go to pay phone number one 
aud you, call them again. Then they ask you ‘for the 
* number of another pay phode τι near bik co they call 
.you on that one”... : 
“What do you talk about?” 3 
-““Things| like pay phones and letter ‘heal ΜΝ wheth- 
..er the Feds can be trusted. The last time I called they 
told me we would be walkirig into four nests, of known 
killers: the Cuban exiles in Venezuela, the Venezuelan 
‘secret police, the ΟἿ. AL. δρὰ the Chilean: ‘secret police!” 
“Is Aad roe? at 


‘How. two imild- mannered reporters, on nthe ° 
~" trail of a Washington bomber, Ee 
landed i in Caracas and ran afoul of the ,. 
#72." Venezuelan secret service, warring © - 
“Cuban terrorists, the Miami police, the State 
Department, the C.I.A., the F.B.I.. 
and the most dangerous man alive—all . 22.2.5 
- this, and their mothers didn’t know eye 
᾿ἃ damn thing about it ἐπ ee 


τα5." era >. 


2- “Well, it’s ‘true’ that a those poe are down there; τ τ 
“Branch. 5578, δας, 1 done pune ney would δε; after 


"Rothchild ae ‘not oak ened εν does ἘΣ ΠΝ a 
the way Branch reels off the life histories of all the - 
- C.LA. Cubans he has known, especially since the point - 
is always that the situation is-too complicated for | 
words. “Tell me,” Rothchild says gravely, “did you 16} 4 
your mother you were going to Venerue:a?” _- A ae ᾿ 
_ Branch squirms at the cruel question. He wants to. 4 
appear as knowledgeable and confident as possibie, be- ."} 
cause he has dragged Rothchild into this adventure on οὶ 
less than a day’s notice. “No, I didn’t tei! er,” he.ad- - | 
mits. “It’s too complicated. But I think wel only have = 


᾿ 

one point of danger.” : 2S a Boe 
"When's the point of danger?” ἍΜ :: = 

᾿ “Well, we may get into the prison and get our an- -1 
" gwers,” Branch replies, “or we may get them from peo-- - 
ple in the Venezuelan government Either way, we'll 
know who did the murders and who paid the kiders ὦ 
anc what other murders they’ve done. That's what we 
hone, anyway. If we get that information, we'll be hot 


ΡΩΝ we get vid of it, ΕΝ have to esis it out of © 


ι. oan . for the presicent of Liberia; he never said a word 


‘ Branch looks out the airplane “window and pictures 
᾿ Orlando Letelier lying in the middle of: Massactiusetts 
Avenue, his legs blown off at tha thigh,’ his torso pub - 
Pe ~verized, detectives all around, On ‘the curb nearby sat. 
zi his passenger Ronai Moffitt, her eyes frozen, holding | 
_&-her throat. The bomb in Letelier’s car had blown’ 
τὸν sliver of, metal through Ronni Mofftt’s carotid artery, . 
. and: she was drowning in her own blood. Her husband 
ty gat nearby,’ suffering from shock, watching ‘his wife 
iv die, She was twenty-five. The killers were the kind of 
Ὁ people whe would machine-gun a whole crowd of people . 


in a public square just to hit their mark. They : 


τ wouldn't care about the others. Ronni Moffitt could just 
- a3 easily have been half the people Branch knew In 
“ivashiagton. The next day Jerry Ford rode right over - 
~ the bloody spots in the roxd-on his way to a reception 


“about Washington's frst gangiand-style political as 
“ sassination. Unwise to. talk about it, especially if the © 
‘force behind the rhurdera is most likely the govern--- 


Salvador~ Allende with a-big bédst from the CIA,-~ 


telier was ‘ambassador to the United States ‘under ἊΜ. 


᾿ Zand’ defensé minister. He had been jailed and tortured 1 
; by_ the. generals after the coup, then, a year’ later, de 


‘Branch: “had heard many Cubans tell tales about C4" 
nd its. “predecessor, C3. It- was the CLA.'s favorite ᾿ 
“substance for sabotage in. the war against Castro, and” 


had ‘not been surprised when evidence came out Skat! 
-v Cuban exiles. raight have pulled the Letelier job, but 
“he was surprised by tips he received that they had also : 


bean. God, there is something big going on, he had - 
thought. And all his sources and his icstincts told him ιν 
‘the answers were in Venezvela, of all places, "- 


“δος aoe ἧς 


Ὡς Sate ob th nn trae Se QR 


ἘΣ aA ‘and their necks sink down into their shoulders. There. 


” Cops. τ ae we 


“gent of :Chile. . The ‘military junta there overthrew - 
which is ‘still thick a3 thieves with the geherals. Le. 


“lende, then foreiga affairs minister, ‘interior minister 


~ 


Co," ‘aiwhita, odorless dough ‘resembling’ Silly Patty. oS 
‘thousands of Cubans were trained in its use. Branch’ ἢ 
killed hundreds of others 6n a big’ spree in the ‘Caribe BS 


_Itrwas now October 21, one month το the day since Ἕ 


εὖτ “a 


guess.” It is Hilda ie n, a reporter for The Niemi 


News, standing in the aisle, looking down δὲ us. Sho ar 


is a specialston Latin terrorism in Misnii. : 
“Looks like it,” says Branch, shrugwine. So much for 
the secret trip. Yet he is inclined to trust Inchin, even Ὁ 
though he and Pothehiid had met her only that cay, 
while going through clips at the morgue of the Nevers. 
. The three work out « way to mike contact in Caracas. 
Branch is embsreacsed at being a Jittle reserved. 
Tnclan ig candid, her face cheerful and open, 


\Unclin leans over and whispers, “Listen, I think you . 


ΕΝ de careful. There's something strenge going on. 

This flight is crawling with cops: and Brpsermiers from, _ 

en, hee ee 
. Branch aad Rothchild’ turn their. esta in’ anise: 


_ are two young Latin men in the back with neatly δ᾿ 
trimmed beards, unisex hairdos and brightly colored Ὁ 
shirts. There aré severa) men in the front who do not ° 
look like ordinary passengers. ἘΟΡΒΟΆΠΟ σεειίες there a 
might not be any ordinary passengers. . “3 
S -“What are they doing here?” Branch aks ‘bluntly. * Β 
a “Who knows?" says Inclan. “I know these guys from -- 
Miami. They give me tips -sometimes. But now they 
“aren’t giving me the time of day. I don't understand ° 
them, so I’m going to act just like they are. I don't : 
‘think you pices ἊΝ thera in on what you're up fo," 
either.” ὃς ᾿ Pe oa 
- “Those cops “ara . Cubans, aren't they?” Branch asks. ᾿ 

- 

xf 

Ἵ 


aes ΕΝ 
hee? 4 ΚΣ ΩΣ 


᾿Ἰπεδη nods. Branch worries. Cubans on the Miami ὦ 
‘police force are a strange lot, he has heard. The copa | 
want to infiltrate Cuban terrorist groupa and -drug- 

- running organizations, but sometimes it turna out that 
the terrorists and drug runners are inf Aitrating the 
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John,” Branch mutters. ΚΓ figured we'd be in for sume 
scrapes, but [ never thought it would start before we 
esen pot there.” Then he’s all business. “I've got to 
give you a quick briefing on cur maia mao while we 
have the chance. We may nol, have as much leisure 


time as we expected.” . 


Branch: pulls down their dianer trays amd spreads out 

a pile of notes and news clippings. Then he pulls out a 

police mug shot. “Meet Orlando Bosch,” he suys. 
Rothchild stares incredulously δὲ a porcine Cuban 


man with a thin moustache and thick lips “He looks a's 


like the headmaster of a military school.” 
“I know,” Branch says, “but he's a kifer. He's ΜῊΝ 


= a pediatrician, This. whole thing’s like that—yia and 


yang, Boston Strangler and Mad Hatter all mixed up.” 
“Branch eyes the mass of clippings and notes, wonder- - 


; _ing where to begin. “It would take all aight to go 


through’ what I’ve heard about Bosch, so Vl get you. 


ap ἢ to’ Letelier' as quick a3 I can ‘for now. The’ back: .. 
. ground is simple: Bosch. has: ‘been a political terrorist 


- what they call an action man—ever since the late For- . 


τς ties in Cuba. He worked for Castro, then for the CLA, 


and then he denounced thé C.I.A. He haa been an anti- 


ὅν Castro outlaw since the mid-Sixties, always telling the 
οὐ Miami Cubans not to ‘trust the CIA. ia theif war 
, ‘against Castro, Now most of the hard-line Cubans bé- 
_ lieve him. Bosch is the patriarch of Cuban terrorism.” 


Branch pauses, -then flips briskly thrdugh the clip- 
pings. “Bosch got arrested and‘indicted pretty regular- 


., ly all through the Sixties. He usually got οὗ. The wit- . 
Ὁ messes against him tended to sweat a Jot and forget 
things on the stand, if they even showed up, In gen- 
ἣν eral, Bosch had a threefold operation: first, political 
τ fervor against Castro sympathizers; second, ordinary 
νι  erimes like extortion from rich people and companies _ 
τς to finance the political terror; aiid third, atl kinds of 
wars and feuds with his térrorist rivals, Fizally, Bosch 


got t.nailed in 1968 for shelling 2 Ὁ Polish sua tiad in 


Hilda inclan 


John καιδεδίία 


of ol = 
ΕΝ Fone 


Miami harbor: He got ten 3 ρλξα, but be was ene 
"ἢ 1972. That brings us to his international period.” - 


.Branch picks up one particular clip and holds it in 2 


readiness. “Bosch went underground two years after τ 
‘his parole and the pace of Miami bombings escalated, - 
So did terrorist bombings against Castro's embassies -. 
all over’ the ‘world. Then, in 1978, important Cubans - 
started getting, knocked off io Ranyland-styie murders, ~ - 


‘A lot of groups, including Bosch's, tock eredit for - 
‘them. The word was that C.I.A. stooges were being - 
eliminated. Eosch became a phantom, Mysterious fig- * 
ures with names like Ernesto would pop up in the Mi- Ὁ 


ami press to speak for him. Here's a Afiamt Netes clip 


from this period. It's headlined ‘Hosch Declares War . 


on Castro.” Hilda wrote it. She's the last American re- 


porter to interview Bosch. Shortly after it came Cut 


Bosch slipped out of the country.” - ...*. >. 
White Rothchild-studies tke clips, Branch τοσήδε, 
“He got arrested in Venezuela about two years ago. 


The Justice Department decided not to ask for hig re- Ὁ 
" turn to the United States despite all he’s waated for. 


That’s weird. Then the Veneznelans turned hist loose |, 
and he left with a.bunch of Chilean bodyguards and 3 | 


. big pile of money. I heard all kinds of stories about ~ 
Fo3ch being down in Chile with the Pinochet, junta 
” there, bargaining. | Now the stories jump to February = Ἔ 


of Jast year, when Bosch got arrested in Costa Rica. 
right before KisSinger visited..The rumor iz that he. 


owas plotting to assassinate Kissinger. Bosch got out | 


et Costa Rica: ‘soinehow, and pretty soon there Ὁ Wasa”: 


‘secret nfeeting in the Dominican Republic of all: ΠΝ 


major Cuban terrorist groups, which the Dorninicans ~ 
- allowed; of course, There was a negotiated trace, and 


. the terrorists united under Bosch in an umbrella group | 


‘called CORU, supposedly with the: ᾿βυρροτῖ οἵ eae 


J funtas ‘in Latin America. | tbe φύκους τες 
Σ “Now in the last month there haa been the Let dice 


a ts 


ΔΝ " mtirder,” Branch continues grimly. “The terrorists ἡ 
aa showed that they were not sfraid to kill ia the United. 


. States. right-in the capi ital. They have even thréstened — 


And his flanéée. The anonymous threats show they - 
‘have collected a lot of intelligence about the agent’s 
Hfe. Tha FB. is upset. Then, (wo weeks afer Letelier 


ee killing seventy-three people. Castro Slarne! the 
ΟἿΑ. and canceled the anti-akyjacking treaty. The - 
; | terrorists, loved ft: Castro and the Americans petting — 


ee oe ao -“ 


. to kill one of με ἘΠῚ, agents ὁπ the Letelier aie 


‘was killed, terrorists blew ap a Cuban plane near Rar. οἱ 


tr 
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δὲ 
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ΠΤ 


mead at each other. Then Bosch getar. δὲ in Vene- 
Ruela again, along with a whole bunch of Cuban exiles, 
Stories have-Been seeping out in the Venecuelan press 
linking Bosch with both Letei:er and the Cutan plane. 

Ε 1 picked up similar stories In Miazai. My sources thera 
tell me the Cubana in jail are almost ail fnew oe CIA, 
men, ΣΕ, informants and a few veterans of the Ven- 
ecuelan secret police, the DISIP. Some people suy 
DIStP has tortured the hell out of these guys, but 
other people say DISIP fs in bed with them—holding 
them under protective custody till the heat blows over. 
Te 3 the biggest damn mess 78 εν er say.” “ 


μον] ὙΠΟ Ὴ ἃ τῷ 


᾿ "You ‘folks wouldn't nina telling me who you are ond 
what you're up to, would you?” 22:20 Sek ee 

Rothchild and Branch look up at the man standing 

. in the aisle. He wears a leisure suit with a fashy shirt | 

“opened to his sternum, showing ἃ lot cf tan and some ~ 


=. : pier tee Se 


tufted chest hair. τ. “Τὺ RO. ae 


> “Weil,” says Branch, ον τὰ not sure. What are you~ 
‘doing? We're just thinking about xeeet Ske. and oS 


bans and stuff like that.” - ὃ 
"Corse on now. You can ἐξ} me,” the an urges. 
"Don’t tell hini anything,” says Hilda Inclan from 
behind. She is laughing as If it were a } game, but aol 
eres signal a warning. : ΣῊ τον 
. Branch is way off-balance. “I'll take the fifth. way 
goa’ twestart with you?’ OTT DS 
. "Qkay,"’says the man, smiling. “rn play it your way, 
friend: My name’s George Yoss. I’ m an assistant 
state’s attorney out of Miami.” He flashes an ID card. 
~ Branch and Kothchild can’t believe it. He seems more 
{ like a ceadominium salesman who wishes he could baa 
goaf pro. “Is that right, Hilda?” Branch asks. . 
*Yeah, but he’s being a bad boy tonight,” she re- 
- pies. “Tell. -hira to ‘mind his own ΒΆΡΕΣΕΝ Be 
« that is.” wf Ξ oes 
- “Okay.” says Van, ΤῸΝ going Ὁ give you one more 
Ἰξβεε. Li know you're a ‘journalist. Why. don't we aun 
«with who you work for?” ον " 
a Branch looks down ‘and not 
heen” covering up ‘the news “clips ings unconsciously.. 
~ oThese gave mé away, | eh?” he says weakly. “I'll tell 
you what, You've got ma a ‘Tittle paranoid. Why don't* 


“ 


τι “Seve 


ἂν 


“you give me the name of your hotel and El! call you | 


_ when θ᾽ κεῖ our noere on ui the ground? We can talk this” 


aera don Ga we a with who you work for?” Yoss 


“persists, ‘Heis still kidding, but there is an edge to ito” 
- - ΚὙ ca may need me down here. You never Know. This 


ds a strange country and you guys could: find yoursely: es. 
τς operator, even though he's only in his Jate thirties. He 


ὃ πὰ the next plane out, ΕἼ]. sive you one more chance.” 
τ ΝΥ think I'll lay low for the momert,”. Branch’ says: ” 
2 | Yess makes a few more thrusts, then saurters οὔ 


te 


None of the Cuban cons is named Rat! Diaz, I hope?” 
=1“Phat’s Diaz right behind you,” she replies. . 


: 20k, shit!” says Branch. He turns slowly ia his seat | 


“and> fads ἈΙπΉ8 ΕἸ: ἐριαδε θὰ one et the’ handsome 
ὩΣ = 3:47. He's a survivor if'there ever was one.” = * ct 


Cia, ce 


“a δεῖ, -Ἶ Js kan 


+ on, 
ἘΒΑρνωκυνβονο,ς vo κ αν veges 


i+ some of them are left-winyrers. I don’t care about any: | 


τῷ separate. The only way we can do that is to stay kind 


a ‘tough spot. The Castro government wants him, and 


3 that his hands haven - 


‘*Maybe I was too set on getting into‘the country on | 


. the sty,” Braoch says. “That sure didn’t work out. This 
, filgtt's like s goddamn convention! Tell’ me; “Hilda, © ‘convicted in: 2969."Sniall world, isn't it? He surfaced 


“tr “loose. Morales® car was biown up. He survived dut 


χα μέρος "ὦ ‘ 
Saeed SRS wren στ Sh. ene 


“And you're Raul.” ἫΝ si gives him a Emp hand- 
shake and stumps down in his seat, Hilda Inctan shakea 
her head and walks off.” - . 

“Who's Rant?” asks Rothchild. 

“He's Rolando Martinez’ son-in-law, One of the Was 
. terette cuss Depiatawt of Lime with him vm Miami.” 

“What's so had about that?” asks Ποῖον ὼς 

“I don't know, H's just that he probably koows who 
my. Cuban contacts are, antl I don’t know what the hell 
ho’s up te, You see, sonic of the people who have been 
telling me about the terrorists are ryght-wingers ond 


᾿ thing except the Letelier murder, but I thins it would ” 
be healthy for us if we could keep the two groups 


tater ΣΥΝ ΤΑ στ Proto ὡς κόνιν ον Ὡπι age 
5 - ἱ ἤ, 


of incognita.” : 
“You're doing great 30 “far,” Rothehitd Saya His ᾿ 
; mind has been wandering over the -Rosch briefing. ~~ 
τ μας makes you think we can get into the prison to 
see Bosch and his friends?” he asks. “And ka Δὸ που 
7 they want to talk.to us??- 5 ek ee 
ἐν “It’s along shot,” Branch answers. “Bat Boach i isin. 


- Bosch knows that would mean curtains for him. He τ᾿ 
- also knows that he could get killed any day in Vene ὦ 
:*guela by either his friends or his enemies. He may figs 
-ure that-his best chance to survive is to come ta the |, 
“ἰ United States. What we hope jg that he wants τὸ get 
᾿ some of his story out in the American press to ferce ~~ 
the government to turn the screws and get him bie in 
the States. That's what I hear from some of our Vene- ᾿ς, 
zuelan contacts. J don’t know if it’s true, but they are | 
‘pretty high up. Now even if we can’t talk to Base’ and 
‘the other prisoners directly, we might get stuf jadi- τ, 
” χρρεν from the Venezuelans.” : a ὩΣ 
- “What happens if all the Venez uelan contacts turn , 
¥ ,out to be flaky?” . Serge : paras oer 
“Then we'll just hare: ist poke ὁ deena ᾿ ays Branch: 
““F have a lot of names. There’s only one guy I Κβον 
=’ down here personally. He’s a Cuban named Ricardo - 
." Morales. I interviewed him back in 1974, just before - 
_ he came to- Venezuela. People in Miami tell me he's 
μὰν up high in the DISIP, the secret police. I dan't_ 
~ know what he's doing now, but he might ss a geod” 


"fallback if nothing. else works out.” τ τ ΡΟΣ 
or ‘Rothchild is encouraged, At least ‘Branch cos one 
real person. “What's he like?" τ SoS 3 Sle Cast 
-“He’s ‘one οἵ the most cynical people I've ever. τπεὶ,"". ον 
Branch replies, * “but I liked him anyway. He doesn’t - 

have any iMustons about the business he’s-in, and he ~ ee 


: makes fun of all-the people who do. Ricardo ἔξ an old 


“ae 


ἐπ κε 


‘ svorked for Castro's secret police. Then he worked for- 
the C.LA. as an explosives expert, He fought for the 
"Agency in the Cango in the mid-Sixtiés, and thea be” 
~ eathé an F.B.U informant. He's. the guy who got Bosch 


» 
piece 


i 


πέτα, 
τ κα 
tg ee 


~ in court with everything on tape, Then all hell broke 


΄-- 
te 


“blamed Rosch for, trying to kill him. Morales himself 
‘was indicted for first-legree murder, but he a 55. - 


τῇ 


ἐμὲ ὅπ 
bem 


: 
Meta Ὑ 


i. "So he must hate Rosch, then,” says Rothebild. | 
Well, yes,"t s Bays Branch. cot oned , 


Soe * «νας κὰςΣ χα 28 Ὸ so τ τ 
πε σον τατος 


ἢ ores Φ 


( 


(. 


“fe sounds 


like Πάρον and Morales have tried hand 
enough ta kill each other.” Beanch hesi- 


” fates and them ἀφεῖσα not ta tell Kothe 


child that sume of the old CEA. Cubans 
in Miami believe Busch and Morales 
have patched things up. Branch does not 
believe it and it would make things tov 
gnarled, “t's amazirg that the Venere. 
Jans would have a guy Tike Morales high 
up in their security apparatus,” he gays 
absentmindally?*! mean he’a a Cuban, 
and he haa worked fur Castro, the C.LA, 

and the F.8.1., and he's a veteran εἰ 
gangland.type warfare, It’s like finding 
a West German high up in the CIA, snd 
then discovering that he has also worked 
for the ΚΟΒ and the Shah of fran. But 
from what 1 hear, that’s a pretty com- 
“mon background to have down here. 
Ὁ There are Cubsas all over Latin Amer | 


fea” 


ἀπ Branch hestna packing up the news. 
os elips, “Dm paranoid as hell aout this 
. - plane,’ he says. "We're supposed to get 


a'eall at the hotel around midnight. . 
*. That gives us an hour te got through 
“customs and_ get settled. 1 want to 


“hustle away from these ‘guys aad, make | 


7 gure we re on time.” Ὡς « 
A Grection. from Rémulo τς 

ς Rothchild and Inclan aotica a huddte 
* of shady five-footers lurking Ja a dark 
: corner beside the airpert entrance. 
> They must be ἃ Venezuelan tour group, 
ὡς Rothchild thinks, waiting for a bergain 
> flight out of the country. I’m net going 
to get paranoid about-everythiny I see. 


Ὁ But the group stares at the pasaen- 
. gers; theic suits blend so well Into the 


~ 
“ 


τὰ 


shadows that all you see are their mir- 
-ror sunglasses, They look Jike = dis- 
‘play of Foster Grants at the a of 
an unlighted drugstore, . 

They stop losking only tien “ite 
“Miami assistant state’s atterneya and 
cops; the samo ones who have been— 
, bugging Branch oa the plane, go over. 


ows warm, Latin’ embraces. 
= thinks it is a meeting between the Mi- 
‘ami . Jaw-enforcement contingent and 
the Venezuelan ‘seeret “police, She 
: éatehes up in the line and. says.she has 


pe recognized one of the people in the’ po- 


“lice huddle os Ricardo Morales, ths 


“mysterious Cuban who is supposed to- 
be Branch’s fallback contact in. Cara- - 
eas, Branch is stuhnéd. First he js read- © 
“ing clips about Cubans and cops, and 
‘the Cubans and cops start fingering 
Ὁ him on the airplane. Now Morales. 
“Give me your papers. and follow 
=me!"-2 voice booms suddenly, It be- 
τ Tongs to a man in ἃ turtleneck sweater 
“and leather jacket. A flunky moves next 
to each reporter in the line, There {s 


_ hothing to do but hand over the pear 
* ports and follow. 


- Turtleneck and his gaig κατὰ the Fe 


+ porters inte a special room at the back 


of the sirport. He disappears inte an- 
other oifice, leaving them alone with an 
old man seatal behind a desk. There 
τ 4s furious typing coming from the adja. 
tent teor: inte which Turtienerk has 
disappeared. iis Gunkies keep running - 


back and forth from one scum ty the 
other, 

Ta about ten minules, Turtlene-k roe 
turns and hands each of the reporters a 
cilacién—on teipheate, Rothchild, trans- 
lating fee Brauch, doesn't remember 
the feral definition of the word σεως 
cidn, He does, however, recognize ἃ 
word farther down in the document— 
edseel. Carcel means jail The reporters 
are being summoned to attend seme 
hind of inerting in a sinister- sounding 
room, D-024, in a building somewhere 
in Caracas at nine aim. the following 
day. The letterhend belungs to DISIP, 

Turtleneck keeps saying if is all rou. 
tine——just sign the ectaciun and every- 
body ean get a good night’s sleep, While 


- Rothchild struggles to understand the 
fine print, Inclan tells him she thinks it 


might be a mistake to acknowlecge the 


* gtummons, It might conceivably be con- 
-strued as an admission of gomething, 


τ and the reporters don’t know what it is 


‘for. Inclin devides to try an offensive 


to gst information. She whips o@t her. 


‘ notebook as if to write a trafic ti¢kct 


“with the conversation. 
‘ somebody who speaks English here?”. 


ond osks Turtleneck what his name is. 


” Ee doesn’t answer. She repeats the 
"question and. finally he mumbles, “Ine 
* spector Romulo.” ι 


“That's all there Is to it?” ὁ 
“Yesh. Just Romulo.” ᾿ 
“Who ordered yor to do this?” 

“{ don’t know, [can’t say. It's just a 
procedure.” se 

“Why is this happening to us?” 

“It is so because it is so,” 

Inclin writes that down. 

Branch, whose rudimentary knowl. 
edge of Spanish often led him to offend 
the Cuban community in Miami—where 
he would mean to say “iwhat a grand 
wedding this is” and end up saying 
“what tremendous tits you Save’—~—is 
getting a headache trying to keep up 
“Isn't there 


* he keeps asking. 


᾿ ahd give some of the men in the ahad- - 
inclan’ “The guy isn’t saying a damn thing in. 


Spanish, either.” Inclan agrees. > - 


' 


‘°That’s Δ᾽} right,” says Rothchild. 


The reporters get nowhere... Police. 


- keep’ circling, and an evasive Rémulo 


ing pens into the reporters’ hards hke . 
over his head. Ὁ think we are in more 


keeps cracking his knuckles, pacing 
back and forth oetween rooms, thrust- 


@ door-to-door calesmau pushing maga 


‘(2ine subscriptions, Inclan asks him if 
“they will go to jail for not signing. 


Romulo says, “No, you won't go to jail 


for that, and I don't care what you do. 


My orders were to hand you this εἰν 
tacicn, and that 1 have ‘done. The rest. 
is entirely. up to you.” 

Inclan decides te accept the summons 
but not to sign it, based on Romulo’s 
assertion that it ‘rémains in. force no 
mattér what. Branch and Rothebild go 
along after a brief huddic. Romulo is 
definitely peeved. Ha hands. each of 
them a summons in sn envelope and 
tells them to leave. 

“1 don’t understand how they picked 
us out,” says Inclan ja the cab. “Es- 
pecially you, John You're not even 
coming as & reporter, They coulin’t 


chave gotten us of our eocuments.” The 


᾿ 


οι. .ogical explanation Ia that some. 


_ ong on the plane tipped off the Ven& 


* think that’s 2 good sign.” 


_one of these ben eiaes 


guelans. But why? 

Franch thrnshes areund in hia spy 
world for answers, Nothing seems to 
fit, The theee af then theorize all the 
way ἴ the hotel, and they can only 
sete, ike Alexamler Haig, on a sinis- 
ter force, Eranch ἐν still sure that the 
summens wil be ἢ ἴτω ay soon.as he 
can talk te his friendly contacts In 
Veneruela, Rothchild keeps Jooking out 
the window for a tail 


A Visit to a Small Hotel 

The taxi drops them off ut the Anauco 
Hilton, where Inclin is staying. Branch 
offers to carry Inclan's bags. The lobby, 
amazingly, is fled with the same 
DISIP lu.kers; they have managed to 
move their whoie scene intact. They 
nre leaning ayainst walls and sitting 
on the couches, Branch louks towanl 


the elevator in time to see the Miami | 


attorneys and cops scurrying to get in- 


_side, frantically pushing buttons to get 


the door to close. They are as jittery | 


about seeing the reporters as the re- 
porters are about seeing the Venezue- 
lan goons. And the most jittery of ‘all, 
in the raiddle of the elevator, [s Ricar- 
do Morales himself. Morales is staring 
-ut the ceiliny, trying to avoid eye con- 


ἦν, tact, and Branch has the feeling that 


Morales is scared, 1t is the first time 
he has seen fear on the face of this 
hardened veteran of Congo wars and 
Castro plots and murders, Seeing 
Morales scared makes Branch seared, 
He warns Inclin not to πὸ anywhere or 


. do anything—just to call him when he 


arrives at his hotel, the Avila. 

Back in a tad Branch is going 
through another run of Cuban polities. 
“1 don’t know, John,” he says. “Maybe 
Morales is behind all this, but I can't 


- figure out why he's doing it. He sure 


looked as if he’s in trouble. He could 
have been making =e secret deal with 
those cops. Something he knows about 
in Miami, 
Morales might not hnow that we were 
on the flight by accident. He- might 


: think we were tailing the cops.” 


τ Rothchild is trying not to listen. The 
only: sure contact he thought Branch 
had has suddenly turned into a poten- 
tial enemy, Rothchild is petrified by 
the thought that Branch has gotten in 


trouble,” he saya. “Look behind νοι," 
This time there ig a tail The other 
ear is right on their buriper as they 
wind up the hack streets of Caracas, 
“They aren't even pretending not to be 
following,” Rothehild says. 


Branch, overwhelmed, on looking 
at the car behind them. “You know,” 
he says with s smile, “this is the first 
time I've ever been tailed.” Rothchihl 
feels as if he is being cranked through | 
the roller of Graham Greene's typeo 


. writer, 


" They reach the Hotet Avila, a Casa. 
blanca-type place at the top of no hill. 
It veers deserted uatsl Rothchild looks: 


“ don’t 


a 
— LVN eRe tn teemeeee Atienpntet «erecta 


down from-a balcony near their room, ; 


There are people pulling into the drives : 
way ia smail Bisa: eed they have | 


i 


ἰοτϑοα acat 


aikletalaivs and rerniver bulges δὲ 
νῷ waits of thele plain δεῖς suits 
They atation themselves around the 
hotel entrance and oven an the flower 
bela. They have the place surrounded. 

There have been no-phone calls—or 
81 lenst that {a the worl feom the deck, 
Branch paces nervously arvund the 
room, Ue thinks that sumething he al- 
ready hauws about στα. Cubans and 
terrorisr: must bo the key tu what's 
hoppening, but he doesn't kaow what it 
is, He tens everything he knows: to 
Rothchild, going ell the way back 


“ theough rio and the pre-Castro stu. 


. deat 
~ Beanch has lost his mind. [t is fesr, he 


movement, Rothchild thinks 
firures. Branch realises that Rothchild 


ts lying down on the bed pretending not 


= to be awake, that he has fallen inte ἃ 


ὦ stupor. It is fear, Branch figures, . ΤῊ 
Peomes through, but it is not 
"the contact Branch awaits. Itfs Tnclan, 


‘who has been denied a room at the Hil- 


ὃ -toa (even though she had ‘a reserva. 


᾿ tion) and «5:8 can't reach anybody at 


j the U.S. Embassy, She wonders what 
* the Rell is going -on, Branch tells her 
* the situation at the Avila, but she de 


te odes to come over; there. ate. lots of 


~ rooms and at least-the reporters can 


show some solidarity. 


It takes a long time, too long, for 
Inchin to show up. Branch wanders 
downstairs; Rothchild “waits by the 


τ phone for calla that never come. There 


iy ὅπ upronr at the desk, The clerk is 
telling Inclan there are no rodims avail- 


. able even though the bank of keys is 


behind him in full view, He holds chat 
position for about five minutes; chen-- 
retreats to “there is some problem with 
you people. Tecan!’ give you 3 roum.” 
He seems scared, 


‘seared, Denying ἃ Woman a roota at 
- three am. in Venezuela is a serious 


: violation of the chivalrié code, The - 


_other by now, 
whatever he says the other will think it 


Everybody. seems. - 


Rem in the Ishby at all ἔπε». Inchin 
ecides ghe will sleep on aceuch in the 
Inobby, and ahe wonders Hf she should 
put on hee nightwown fos the poone, 
Sho sets ber bags beside one couch, 
and the beHhop directs her over to ἃ 
Rothe One wie a gracious Mourish; «Ὁ 
could have been opening tne door to 
the wedding suite. 

After vacnly scouring the lubby for 
pay phones, the reperters ugree that 
they have to make a more for the roont 
so they can talk near ἃ phone, ‘The 
three make their way up the stairs like 
Cary Grant tiptucing between bed. 
rooms. To their relief, no one stups 
Inclan, 

Branch offers Inclin hia bed, saying 
he will sleep on the θοῦ, Rothchild 
doesn’t say anything, but Lis paranoia 
tells him it is foolish to give the Vena 
guelans a chance to arrest them under 
the pretext of immoral conduct, Koth- 
ehild keeps opening the door because 


of his paranoia; Branch keeps closing 
‘it because of his. He doesn’t want to be 


listened in on, Branch and Rothchild 
are not communicating much with each 
Each is worried thot 


is crazy. 
Inchin tries to phone her editor In 
Miami, but it becomes clear after about 


“an hour of excuses that the deak clerk 


isn’t going to put through her call, 
Local lines still seem to- be availsble, 
but whom to call? Branch has his list 
of connectivas, but these people are in 
their own ‘delicate situations and 
Branch doesn't want to blow their cov. 
ers by calling at four a.m. on what is 
-eertainly ἃ tapped line. Inclin can't geo 
an answer atthe U.S. Embassy. Roth: 
child has nobody to call, and that iy one 
of his (problems. Since he is so uri- 
connected with the story, he is sure 
that tha police will figura he is the 
heavy—a deep-cover C.LA. man out of 


‘three reporters talk. about it, but they - retirement from the Everslades, 
can’t sit down or move around without 


™ being followed, almost mimicked, by. 
τὰν φόρον There are now bas least six af . that they could φοπίαςξ, 


By elimination, the reporters can 
- think of only one person in Venezuela 
Inclan. has 


Becca 
oe tne, 


founds familiar, You'se not a Venezuee 


" ens to swallow them up, too, They dee “ 


fig 4 out, from her visit ἐν the - 
Δι wa) Hfeton, what Roor Picanlo 
Morales is etaying oa om) she thinks 
aha knows what his ream number fs. 
Her plan is ts call hia disectly, It is 
clearly a desperation more. Enclan 
tings up Morales atthe Anauce Hilton, 
apolugives for the hour and he ins te 
explain her previcament, bub if is clear 
things are nut going well, Morales ape 
parently is denying that he is Morates, 
"You aren't Rica.do Murales?” Inclan 
asks incredulously. “You know me and 
f know you. | talked to your nephew 
in Miami yesterday. His family is fine 
and he sends his warmest revardy,” 
There ia a pause ard Incian begins 
to seund ike # panelis® on bVAat's My 
Line?, “You've never head of a Mo- 
tales? Who are you then? Your voice 


lan, You sound Cubsa, Are you a 
Cuban?” Morales says he 13 tired of 
being Interrupted in his-sleeps he hanga 
“ἂρ the phone. . “ 

An air of resignation has’ settled 
over the room. It is almost morning ἡ 
and the goons are still stand.ag by the 
bushes. The reporters ate under soms . 
Kind of house ocrest and they feel " 
caged, ‘Chey wonder why Morales hag -, 
‘just denied beirg himself. Maybe all Ὁ 
this [8 happening because they know 
who ha is and Morales fears they will 
ruin his cover identity. Or maybe 
Morales doesn't want Branch to reveal - 
his Background to anybedy in Vener 
guela. The reporters kick this notion 
around, but it doesn’t δὲ, It seems pre- 
posterous thet the Veneruelana don’t 
know about bforales’ previous lives, 
which are talked about all the time in 
the Miarai rumor mill, 

Branch paces. around the room, try. 
ing to make his mind catch up vith his 
fears, He even asks. Inclan- whether ste 
“3% guarding some secret’ that might 
. have caused the trouble. Inclan says'no 
and politely doesn’t return the question, 
The reporters already trust each other 
‘instinctively, but thé apy world threat- cs 


- cida there ia nothing to do except try -~ 
* anything’ te réach the outside world in 


‘ the morning before getting shuttled off ; 


“to the DISIP, “" or 
‘~ Inclan goes off to-the lobby ἴον κοπιδ Ἢ 


eep of her couch. Braneh tells Roth. - 

ld the rumor about the rafproche-.. 
‘ment between Morales and Bosch, say.’ 
ing he'd even heard Bosch had been "Ὁ 
” staying’ in ‘Morales’ apartrent, But it ; 
doesn’t make any-sense, Nothing does. 
Branch babbles on until ke finally rans 
“out of nervous energy. “Well, John,” 
- he gays, smiling thinly as bo sinks onto». 
the bed, “f was right about one thing, 
1 ΤΩ you it θυ θπι his a poring meek we 
“en 90 . . 


Morales Takes Over ἐν 
‘Jt fe five-thirty aim. and Sinibely r J 
* pounding oan the door, 5 Rothehild, a light τ 
siceper, jumps out of bed. He opens the - 1 
door just a crack, and thea-the door is “J 
thrown back so hard it bangs against - : 
the well Uke a ξυποδοῖ, A man in ἃ ΄ 
green suis with a long walkietatkie - 
hanging from his belt bursts past Roth- " 
Lc taieeine on sll the hghta 


ayy ee ee ΧΩ 


sonlinued 


see 


14-00000 


ῃ 


ΝΝΌΝΟΝ 


“Pack¢" he yells In half a second be fs 
ali the way mero the room. “Pack!° 
Branch aits on etraight in bel amd ἔπ 
Che most plaintive voice Rothchild has 
ever heard him use, a miature of receg- 
nition, terror, disappointment, το ἔς 
sion and pleadsng, says Just one won: 
“ieardo?” 

ie is Morales all ‘sight, Hranch 
watches him enatch back the curtains 
to cheek the balcony, then duct around 
the choirs. “Pack!" There is a rhythm 
to his order. He is maving Uhv a cat, 
frenzied but in total contecl. Rothchild 
feels the eneryy coming off hum in 
waves. He ships into the bathroom to 
piss just to get away from Morales, 
but he is so scared that nothing comes, 

More orders come cut in staccato 
bursts—"“Get those baxs clused! Give 
me your passports! Give me your air- 
line tickets!" Branch ard Rothchild 
are convinced that he wants to destroy 
the documents before ‘he kills them. 
Morales leaves the room within -two 
minutes, but his performance leaves so 
much afterlife that Rothchild and 
“Branch don't do anything once he has 
left. They don’t call. anybody, they don’t 
- sneak off the balcony, they don’t even 
say a word to each other. 

Both of them jump olf the floor when” 
the phone rings, then look dumbly at 
each other, Branch picks up the re 
_ ceiver, grunts, and puts it down. “AIL 
” the guy said was, ‘He is waitiny,’” he 


ΟΝ Otte, 


. tells Rothchild. "Branch’s own voice 


sounds far off to him, 

Inclan has had~rough going down- 
stairs, maybe rougher than the other 
two Because she is alone and also be- 
cause shé is not yet a. U.S. citizen. 

, Morales wakes her. up with the same 
‘ staccato commands. She thinks maybe 
; he is going to take her away and have 
i her deported back to Havana. She is so 
scared that she locks herself in .the 
‘ bathroom and doesn’t. come out until 
she hears the other two repo:ters stum- 
bling downstairs with their bags,” 


Morales twists the knife with a Jittle : 


humiliation, “Pay your bill!” he yells. 
Branch doesn’t think he shontd have to 


pay for the hospitality he has received, ᾿ 
_ but he pulls οὐξ᾽ ἈΦ wallet without a . 


Second’s , hesitation. “Pick up your 
bags! | Let’s gol” The reporters’ are” 
hustled out of the lobby, past πὶ squad- 
ron Of sunglasses, Morales is: already 
‘ahead of ‘them, barking. orders on- his. 
walkie-talkie. It is still dark. 


The reporters are put into the bike - 


of a car. Morales and a driver are up 
front, Nobedy [κ talking much. Branch 


not temember putting on during | Blo- 
rales’ brutal prodding. Now he thinks 
maybe something deep in his uncon- 


t the pupulatad areas and into those 

ssts where executions amd accidents 
take place, Branch is desperately trye 
ing tu make contact with Murales. Ho 
mentions zume people from Miami wat 
he and Morales had once talaed to ἴων 
gether, Hat every Ginie Branch drops a 
asme, Morales turns the volume up on 
the radi. He feaves if that way, blar- 
ing, until the questiener gives up and 
sits bach in his seat. But desperation 
éreates another question, ancther try, 
which ends in anether mambo blast 
Branch gives up on the name-diopping 
and even tries some spy-world guilt 
probection, “Rip would not hke what 
you are doing to us,” he anys, “Kip 
would be ashamed.” Kip Robertson was 
Morasies’ gun-toting ense officer in the 
Conys oper: ations, Rothchild thinks ~ 
Branch is foolish to bring up the Congo 
and remind Morales how little he cares 


for human Ife. Morales says nothing, 


He just, gives the radio knob anvther 
twist, ~-. 

Indian fs taking the- personal route 
again, talking ‘about this nephew she 
has ‘seen, mentioning ‘other relatives of 
Morales who live in Miami. Morales 


-isn't answering her, either. He is get- 
- ting tired. of the radio. Now he just 


Jeans_his head over against the door to 
get some steep.-Watching Morales-nod, 
the fury turned off- like a light, 
Branch’s mind is filled with memories: - 
of Miami Cubans telling stories of 
legendary agents who would drop off 
to sleep just before landing in Cuba on 


- a CLA, commando raid, He never quite 
“believed the stories, but he thinks 


Morales’ nap is very effective theater, 
Rothchild ix also watching the nap. 
Every time Morales neds, Rothchild 
thinks he is ducking so thut the bullets 
from the car behind won't hit him. 


Rothchild ducks, too. 


After about twenty minutes of driv- 
ing, the road flattens out and the re- 
porters can see the airport in the dis- 
tance. Morales mentioned “nirport” 
once back in the hotel lobby, but the} 


‘ reporters were never sure he’ intended ἢ 
‘to take them there. If he were just. 
planning to expel them, it would seem ' 


‘that he could afford to be more com-- 


miunicative, more curious about what 


- the reporters were doing, moré worried 


‘is wearing his’ best auit, which he does : 


-scious had ordered him to look his best. ‘ 


Rothchild is terrified that they are 
traveling In a private car instead of 


_ an official police car. His fear of being 


‘officially detained is rapidiy. being re- 
placed by a fear of being unofficially 
jbumped of. He keeps looking back at 
the car full of goons that is following 
close behind as they careen down the 
mountain at one hundred ὑνεπεσ' ki- 
lometers an boue. - 7: Bios 
The ear ἐν heen out of town now, 


about the kind of story they might 
write about him. But, Morates asked, 
πὸ - questions. Rothchild” ‘knew from 
“‘Braneh’s incessant’ briefings. that Mo- ᾿ 


“rales wore a lot-of hats: terrorist ag: 


well as, informant, mercenary as ‘well | 
as. cop, bomber as well a3 represénta- 


tive of a government, It might be more. 
paranoia to think he’ would kill them, - 


but all fast night's patancia: -had come 
true. 

The reporters know one thing: they 
have stumbled onto a story that is 


big enough and sensitive enough that | 


top people in the Venezuelan DISIP. 
‘are interrupting their sleep and risk- 
fag diplomatic ‘reprisals ti seare the 
hell out of them. It isn’ routine in 


, Venezuela, une of the ‘few South Amerti- 
“can countries feft with_any sense of 


freedom of the press. There is ‘some 
thing big going on, and the reporters 


_.don’t know, | as they | aneet hee: 


προ ere 


Mette telen ἡ eet νος DY ten tee 


ra 7 soa 
Cara Siether: they will ever get tof 
find φὰς. what it in Nobulde, after all, 
knows seere the reporters ace, and the 
only thing un their side, besides aome 
veatiral compassion that might reahle 
-gaomewhere even in goons, is the vense 
that world opinion would be on Mo- 

rates’ Lack Uf they did web tortured or 


opinion was on the terrurists’ backs 
about the Cuban airline crash and 
nbuvt Letcher and Mothtt. They killed 
them anyway, They didn’t give a damn. 

The car pitls up at the airport. It is 
less than eischt hours since the report~ 
era cutered the country, and they have 
talked to nobody ecacept Norales, the 
feons and each other. Their best guess 
in that Piossles vines τὰ heep it that 
way. 


Breakfast at Reon 2 od 
Morales marches the greup through 
part of the sirport lobby and then up 
some'back stairs, past the meteorology 
room and jnto the tower section. They 
arrive at a locked, knobless door with 
a small pass-through window, and 
Morales has to knock before it is 
opened from the inside, They hive 
arrived st the goon contrel center. 
There is a four-drawer cabinet where 
“the DISIP ‘police file'their guns and 
- bullet clips like memos. There is an 
Old-couch,-n. few desks, and in an ad- 
joining room some bunk: beds. All the 
people from the night shift are still 
there, including: Romulo, in the same- 
turtleneck and the some Jeather Jackets ἔ 
fhe most impressive new lurker is a 
charucter they call “El Largo, or ape 
Long One.” 

ft is clear now that the plan is not 
torture, it is deportation, but the re. 
porters sense that the plan could easily 

j be changed. Morales is stalking be- 
tween rooms, giving ‘orders and mah- 
ing éalls, and when he l6oks at the re- 
porters he seethes with anger, Inclan’} 
and Branch are directing more ques- 
tions at him from the couch. He an-_ 
swers only with contemptuous looks. - 

- No one is prepared for what hupnens 
next. Morales walks out with a wide 
grin on his face. He clasps his hands: | 
tovether like a waiter and cheer iaily ἢ 
addresses the reporters: “Is anybody: | 
‘hungry? Are you rendy for some break: ἢ 
“fast?” 

The reporters follow Morales dumbly 
down the maze of corridors. They de 
cide there is something oriental about 
recent developments, and they are con- ¢ 

| vinced Morales could show them. great 

! courtesy one moment and yank ont 

1 their. ‘toenails “the next. They follow 

} Morales down the corridors until they 
‘come to a small dining rvom that ap- 
pears to be reserved for airport per- | 
sonnel, Branch gives fleeting thourht | 

j to the idea of making a scene, but ; 

he decides Morales would not ‘have, 
brought them here unfess he controlled -: 
the ares, Besides, Branch realizes, he: 
docs not have the courage to make a : 
scene in front of Mernles, who still has | 
the reportera nearly Parelyaer: with 

“fright. 

Morales lays his big walkie-talkie 
down on the table and snaps for aj 


billed. Wut that’s just the -| 


SS go Seat Bet S| 


ee ὦν a eer 


waiter, “Ww, πὸ will you havet™ he ake 
__ Rt agign:?¥% 
sea reporters had (Sil break fast 
was probably ai ruse, so they think 
about foul for the first lime, It is ὦ 
struygle. Rothchiid’s stomach fs filled 
>with embalniing fluid. He feels quensy 
looking at the mene, branch ashe only - 
for coffee and an order of toast, Hoth» 
child follows suit, Morales Jouks disap 
pointed aod urges them to eat more. 
heartily fuelin orders eygs and Mo 
rales lovoks pleased. He orders a sump- 
tuous breakfast | for himself, It arcives 
promptly. - 
“Well,” he asks grandly, “who do you 
think will win Our slection;: Carter or 
Ford?” ἐν 
The reporters veuchange the lovuk, 
familiar by now, that signals their 
“agreement that- absurdity has reached 
new heights, They mumble offhand an- 
. Swers as Morales listens intently. 
“You don’t really have much choice,” 


+ de-yout he asks, “I mean, you have 


twe guys who don’t have any ideas and Ὁ 
don’t have any backbone, right? And 
neither one of them can command any- ἡ 


an “thing or stop anything, so it doesn’t 


make any difference, right? At least 
that’s” what I set from Tina muga- 
zine.” 

Inedlan tries to change the subject, 
She asks Morales about his position in 
the DISIP and greta no response. She 
mentions Morales’ nephew, whom she 
knows in Miami, and Morales parries the * 
remark, Suddenly a cloud cumes acrosa 
his face, 

“What's the matter with you?” he . 
demands, “Why aren't you eating?" Ie 
~ peints down at the dry toast, which 
Branch and Rothchild have been pick- . 
ing at like wafilers at Communion, ἡ 
“Aren't von hungry?” --° - 

Branch nods yes; Rothchild nods no,” 


* "You told me you hadn't gotten any 


breakfast, so I. give you breakfast,” | ᾿ 


., Morales declares angrily, waving his 


arms, “If you are not hanry, you are‘ 
liars? What's the matter With you?” - a 
.. The reporters: are exasperated. “We'j 
are afraid and confuséd,”. suys-Inclin, ἡ 


+ “because nobody will tell us why this is. 


happening ‘to us. I'am a reporter like 
all the other reporters down here. I 
> want to interview Orlanda Boset like 
Idid once before...” : 2 

“Never heard of hin,” itera 
Morales. He gives us an exangersted 
sirug and a quizzical look. 

Inclan shakes her head in desnaiy, 
-“Oh, come on, You testified against hin 
eight years ago in Miami andl now he’s 
the mest famous prisorier in Latin 
America, He's in your jail.” 

“Did. he make Time magazine?” asks 
Morales, 

“Yes,” says Branch. 

“t guess I missed it,” aays Morales, 

. He pauses, then turns to Inchin. “You 
should not be running around asking so 
many questions,” he says sternly. “You 
are a woman, Women should be aot | 
home having babieo and making their 
men happy, Nothing else. 

fInclan is rutiled, “f can work as well 
τ mast other reporters,” she says. 

Morales shahes his head vigorously, 
“No you can’t, You are a hundrud miles ; 
. rs ae | 


aw 
sa zagain, 

ἢ don't think: ὅδε" 
think pou are.” 

“No,” says sforales, “You are a hun- 
dred miles from reality, and I om a 
hundred years from reality, You under- 
stand the difference?”- 

“Et don’t hnow want ἢ understand,” 
saya Inclan, ΚΓ know something about 
you. Taylor says he tathed to you about 
your background in Miami and you 
tulked to him like a ‘friend. He eays 
you were nice ond now you are... 

“ὦ am noef nice,” snaps 


saya Incldn, sa 


when I was ἃ hid? ἢ sent anonymous 
death wreaths to my friends. All the 
time. Is that nice?” 

Branch does not like ‘this subjects or 
the faintly homicidal look he sees be- 
fore him. He decides to make another 
- stab at levity. “Look, Ricardo,” he says, 
“I'm upset that you and your men have 
kept me from seeing anything about 
the last-game of the Warld Series last 
night.” - - 

“The World Series; ” he says, Wis eyes 


opening wide, “Let me tell you about ” 


the World Series, 1¢ is just hke the 
“world everywhere: the Reds are win- 
-. ing and the Yanks are losing!” Mo- 
rales breaks into laughter. Something 
snaps in the reporters and they laugh, 
too, uncontrollably. Fear floats out of 
their mouths and they feel better, 
Branch wades in to reestablish con- 
tact. “Leok, Ricardo,” he Says gamely, 
“ can't help thinking this is some kind 


of mistake, I want to be straight with 

‘you. All I’m interested in is the mur- : 
der of Orlandy Letelier. That's what I. 

τα came down here for, and I want...” 

. “He's the guy who got blown up in 
Washington, right?” Morales breaks in. ; 
“Ὁ think I saw that in Τ᾽ ων. 

“That's right. He was blown up right 
around the corner from my apart. 
ment” Pee ον 


= ἢ aay 


' from reality." He looks off and 


τοί: 
Παρ know what T used to do in Cubs : 


“+ . αὐ the Cuban plane. We are interested in 


us just happened to cone. down. here - 


“Welt ΜΝ are τοὺ doing in Veno- 
ucla i was killed in W sshington f i 
Merales crouands. «ἢ 

*Hecause I think the people whe 
conspired to hill tint are here, That's 
what my Bources 62y, and it hag even 
bern in nome of the Venezuelan NEWse 
papers.” 

Blorates louhs disgusted, “You 
shouldn't read the newspapers,” be says - 
tightly. “They He. And you should in- 
vestigate that murder in Washington 
instead of coming Helene argund the- 
world.” 

Branch tries another ‘Eck. “y don't 
understand what's behind this, Ricardo, 

" You aren't like you were the last time’ a 
I saw you, in 1974. Don’t you remem τ 
ber? It was at night in Miami Beach, 
and you brought your girl friend over 
to the house I was staying in. And 
Fotingo Silva wus there, And Tamaya . 
was there. We talked almost all night ° 
about the Congo. Why have you 
changed? Is there something .. .” 
, Branch stops because of what he sees 
“on Morales’ face. sete! 

- “You ate lying!” he explodes: oe have 
‘never heard of Ricardo Morales! This 
is the first time I have ever met you, 
and it is the first time you have met | 
met Understand? I have never seen | 
you before in my life! If you say dife . Ϊ 
ferent you are lying! And, bad things 
happen to Hiars!” 

Inclin comes to Branch’s rescue. “LE 
have seen your picture,” she says, “and | 
I'm sure who you are. If you're not ! 
Morales, then what is your name?” 

“1 don’t answer personal questions,” 
ete says, smiling, trying to look 


are think maybe you ἔρυτο there's a 
ittle spy conspiracy here,” Branch ob- .; 
_otetvesy stabbing inthe dark. “But there ἡ 
' isn't, John and I are old friends, but 
! we just met Hilda yesterday. She is { 
interested in Bosch and his friends be- 
cause of the bombings in Miami and 


i 


πο5--:..ς...... 


{ them because of Letelier. The three of 
on the same plane,” ~~. 

: “Oh, really? 2° says Morales dubious. 
_ ly. “I guess you are good friends now.” 

“T guess we “ve gone through some- 
thing together,” says Rothchild, ᾿ 

“Now you have something in com- 
mon,” he nods, “feigning tenderness, 
“Let's see, what else is there? Have 
you all been married?” The reporters 
nod, “How about divorced?” The re- 
porters nod again. “Once?” They nod 
again. 

Morales holds up three fingers. “I 
have been divorced’ three times,” he 
says, “after four kids. I haven't’ seen | 
them in seven years.” This hangs in the 
air. 

“Do you miss them?” asks Inclén. . 
“Not the children,” Morales says 
-softly, “Just the wives sometimes, I 
. don’t misa much. You know I haven’t 
slept in two years.” The reporters give 
each other signifieant looks, ke shrinks 
attending a primal-therapy session, 

“Ἢ you are going to kick us out of 
the country, yeu should at least let ua 
call our fami]ios,” Inelan says. “My 
editors are going to be worried. We . 


mise 


ot “nod 2, 


ne nthe eee cent 


- i ἂν ee ene ΝΞ μὴ πο et $ 
“Ὁ es . 
have aprcininweata: Sua thuse ides -~Aa hour Iater, Morstes suddenly oe. sird αὐοιὲ what we m! ight find out ; 
don't have any ides where we are, Why oo mobsdizes his entire office: Same ef his If we ever pet out of his cutches,” 
says Heanch, “2 think maybe it's the | 


can’t you fet us make at Ieast one omen grab the reporters’ suitcases and 
Others take of for unknown fact that ‘this terrorise: is organized 


7 a - 
ΥΩ ἐφ "“- teen τὸ ate wits τἀ κι δ ρον ae 


phone ἐπ }} 7" ΣΌΝ 
a Morales has shed his nielanehoty nit dextinations, The rest fall in areund internationally, Hosch moves around on 
{ slipped into a new persona, He ig the γρνωρῆογα and Morates leads them  illesal passports and has fancy fund- 
caver. “You're right,” he cays 1 Ἢ τ} briskly out the door. + paising dinners with supposec!y respect. 
~ them. Anyowly you want, Tell me who Rothchild figures they have just able people in lots of countries, He’s 
enough time to make the fen am. fight supported by st least part of a Jot of 


your ophalntngats are with.” He pulls 
outa pen inlw fash, Branch blinks, He. to Miami that he had seen posted on a 9 governments. And this stu locks cross- 
is startled by low fast Morales moves board some time earlier, He renses an national——-Cubsns killing ‘Chileans and 
and how fiercely he anupa the point end coming and feels some relief, But s0 forth. Now look δὲ how Venezuela 
down, ¢ when the entourage emerges on the aire fits in. It's kind of an entrepét for ev- 
The reporters glance knowingly at port's main concourse, Morales turns  erybody on all sides. The povrernment is τ 
- each other, They share a vision of toward the exit into Caracas, not in a real pickle. It has to get along 


Morales hauling their contacts down to toward the planes. test with the military juntas that have tak- 
en over most of Latin America, and it 


εἰ DIS!P'’s welcom: wagon, We’ re not that -“f thought you were patting us on 
. dumb, they think, τ the plane,” says Branch. Ἂν here are also has to ect along with Castro. This” 
: Inclan tells Morates to call her editor wepoing?™ Δὲ stems country is filled with left-wing Chilean | 
-at The Miami News, a safe, serious . “To the other, airport, " says Μό. exiles and right-wing Cuban -enles, ἢ 
call, Mor.«es speils out the name letter rales, His mind is élsewhere “Ὁ Letelier is buried here, which is a tilt 
by letter as he writes on his napkin * “What happens if we make a fuss to the left, but the pecple who helped 
conspire to kill him might well be right ~ . 


“ Ikea schoolboy taking down his home-'> when your put us on the plane<” Tne 

τ wérk.; He is pubeiny on 5 snow. He ~ 7 ehin asks, “What then?” " “Steet Gn the DISIP, which is full of Cubans! 
Jooks at Branch, . ον τς Morales’ face is taut but breaks into . like Morales. President Pérez (Carlos 

. “Tell Orlando Bosch ‘it doesn't look’. κα tour-cuide smile. “You will either Andrés, of Veneruela) has got his own- 
“as if 111 be abla to make it this trip,” * leave Venezuela. nice and - happy, little Watergate here, because his own - 
: - : Beach says. “He's i in the DISIP ris- or...” He pauses, “Or you Will leave government is tangled up with both 
᾿ μ᾿ on.” : ake ' nice and happy.” He delivers the last the terrorists and the ‘anti-terrorists.” 


The reporters εἰκαῖο, bab Morales ine with a lilt, as if making a rhyme, ’ This whole country is like a tinderbost, 
The rovernment is making little ges.‘ 


* deadpans. . "ΤΟ. ~One-l- a-i-d-o Lhe reporters absorb the | menacing 
Β-ο.5.} 2,6 °°: ᾿ ᾿ς smile and fall silent, . Ὁ tures to both sides, trying to keep the a 
. “You've spelled Bosch wrong, > says Several ‘cars screech up to the curb, Ὁ lid on. *- ᾿ ὶ 
Inclan, “It's Beo-gee-h.” " * Once loaded, they. take off at the usual *Okay,” Branch continues, “Lets” 
“i'm sorry,” says Morales, torrid pace. Branch feels panic open- assume that Morales is not bootlegging 
us out of the country on his own. That 


~ Morales keeps writing, “You are a ing trapdoors under his lungs and he { 
. funny one,” he says jovially, He looks leans over to Rothchild, “Holy shit, seems stupid to me. Let’s assume that | 
up. “Anybody else?” John,” he whispers, “I don't think thers nt Teast the people in the_ interior 
oo. “Yes,” says Branch, He has been és another airport in Caracas.” ministry know what's going on, And 
¢ . trying to think of one of his contacts After racing a quarter mile dona Jet’s assume they’re afraid we'll get 
? Ἁ 2 in Venezuela who would’ not be vul- the road, the cars turn abruptly into x -into the country and find a story that 
. nerable to Morales but whose clout parking lot. The reporters gre baffled goes something like INTERNATIONAL ‘ 
“by the rush ond the short: trip but ree TERRORIST ORGANIZATION HEADQUAR- 


ae might impress him, Any name is a risk, 
ge ἜΝ _ but he decides to take one..“Tell the “Hieved to be stayi Ἐπ near the airport, TERED IN VENEZUEMA. OPERATOVES MOST- ; 
“governor of Caracas that 1 won't be They figure they are headed for a LY CUSAN, EXILES WITd CLA AND Ἐπὶ TIES, τῇ ἢ 


plane from a different direction, but VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT PLAYING BOTH : 
Arias, Do’ you know hin?" - Morales leads them ‘through another -siors. And we, go on to say that Bosch ; ΩΝ ‘ 
ἘΦ Branch studies Morales for ry reac. maze of corridors and into a new hold- has brought a lot.of Latin ‘governments Ὶ 
πείρας but there i ᾽5 sone. re roa! ᾿ ing room: τι has a big waiting area sround to his position, which is that it’s 
with, two rooms partitioned off on the better to trust each other. than to trust | * 
side. The doors are metal with no. the ΟἿΑ, Now, what I'm saying is that | ra 
handles. They lock from both sides. ἃ story like that would realty serew up : 


able to see him. His naine is Ὀλεϊξο, 


Ὁ After breakfast, as the procession goes 


. by a’ pay phone, Inclan suddenly θην : 
ἐπ ΔῊ -~-nounces, “I'd like to make one εαἰὶ ἴο ~~ Morales vanishes, leaving Rimulo’ the Venezuclaas, especially if it’s fleshed - ᾿ 
“- ᾿ the American Embassy.” She breaks and El Largo ia chatge. Rémulo's out, It's the last thing the government — 7 
" step and marches toward it, the first . fingertips do push-ups on his desk - here needs right now.” δὴ 
- sign of overt resistance. Morales while he looks on, stone-faced. Rothe - “So what side τῷ Morales ont” ae ἂς were 
reas ee: a i Bape 


freezes Branch and Rothchild with a. child gets the impression that Rémulo — Rothehild. f 
-malicious glance and walks. with her, μκεβ to stare at-blank walls more than “1 think, he's on both “tides,” says a 
shaking his head. Support goons appest ~ at people. El Largo, who seems to be ἃ. Inclan. “" 
αν ἐξ from around corners, They’ seem re notch absve Rémulo in the pecking “I think £0, too," says Branch, “just )- 
Ὁ “απο, Morales fingers his walkie-talkie. ' order, moves into one of the partitioned: | like the ‘government. Morales is in the 
; + Taelan gets to the phone and starts offices and stays almost, continuously on underworld of both sides.” " 
AY ht fumbling for Venezuelan change and the phone. He reminds the reporters of Inclan thinks for a moment, “There's i 
"her “phone numbers, Morales leans up his presence from time to time by only, one big. problem,” she says. “If i 4° i tis 
+ against the wall near the phone. He loudly sucking phlegm up his long they’ re so. afraid of a story, like that, is oS 3 
_ looks amused. His hody seems to twitch spiny nose. why do they let other reporters stay ᾿ 
a Httle under his suit, as if he might After about ten minutes, Branch ‘and just throw us out? Why do they 


Ὕ . ? need some exercise, atarts pacing away from Rémulo. pick on us?” “|. 
5 τ Branch and Rothchild keep ‘telling “Goddamn it,” Branch spurts, Ὁ don’t “7 don't know,” Branch sighs. “I | 
‘ themselves that Inclan is making a think we know enough about Morales don’t know much about the Seeepsns ἰ 

futile gesture, but they admire her. to make him do all this. He's going to dents here, They’re getting some’ stuff 
““She's got more guts than we do,” a lot of trouble to seal us off from out, but my impression is that they 

cover nine countries and just fy in for ts 


_ whispers Rothchild.” Venezuela, but it doesn't make sense 
. Branch and Rothchild watch her lift that he would do it just because we the coups and earthquakes. That still 
4 the phone from the cradle, but they know who he is.” doesn’t make us ao special, But maybe | : 
ot don’t think she has the change or the | “Why' not?” asks Inchin. we are to Morales, We know him, He 
3 -number, She is nervous, She looks . “Because,” says Rothchild, “what we knows Hilda knows a lot sbout Bosch 
and Miami connections, He knows that 


Morales in the face, which Is probably already know is going to come out any 
: ἃ mistake. He stares at her, shakes his way if he kicks us oul of the country.” I got pretty deeply into the CLA. . Ι 
-head, and hangs up the phone gently.” τ ΚΣ think maybe Norales is more Cubans, Thea he sees us with the oe 
: μὴ ἢ 
ΙΝ 


2 
φ«. ΠΟ ΞΞ εν ἜΝ Oe δ Ὸκ ἘΦ λα oe δ . is arora ἢ 
ied 


14-00000 


vramany of ther.” 


eutors, That may have been too much 
for him ἴω. take chances with us. ἢ 
don't know, 3 
CLA” 


Swords oa the Runway 

El Largo_picks up the three: passports 
Of Rome's deak and peints them 
foward the loched.dove line a baton, 

“Vanws,” is all he saya,” 

The metal door is unlocked by El 
Largo, ax! onte again the DISIP cor- 
te,@ appeass from nowhere. They es 
cort the reporters down anothér stair. 
case and cut toward an immigration 

+ stallina large roum that 13 completely. 
isolated.-It is a busy part-of the day ‘at 
-@ major airport, but the DISIP keeps 
_ firiding these empty halls and’ empty 


το Kooms to stick the reporters in, 


Something about approaching this 
“immigration stall, which is not: ‘attend 
* ed, and knowing "be. will pass through: 


_ ‘it and get on an’ airplane and riot and 


~ Letelier’s murderer starts to galvanize 


“+ Branch, There is a tiny passage to. go> 


hrough and: El Largo ‘is -motioning 
hem:-to walk on, but Branch is having: 
bese visions of the’ ‘bombed ‘car outside 

“his, apartment and he, is petting mad, 
She macderrhe gets, the .slower he 


ὡς "walks, “We can’t just get. on this 


εἰ plane,” ke says to Kothchild, “We have. 
‘to af least'do something.” He and Roth- 


τς qhild, and.then Inelan, behind ‘them, ξο. 


"Inte a-stall—aot a complete stop, ‘but 
they are slowing ‘it way down, Moraies 
_ night have’ clamped down on this little 
insurrection in a second, but El Largo. 


: seems. tnérely agitated, He is petting in . 


- front of the reporters, pleading and 
| begging, pulling with his arms as if 
’ they are all ‘connected by an invisible . 


‘rope, 
o In -compleie “exasperation, ‘he starts 


. = Spiitteting threats, “If you don’t move 


through here, 1. ana going to use ina 
fovea!" Two: ‘guards go running down 
to.the erd ἐξ the room, apparently to go 


to is) find the forte, which turns out to: be 
> four young scldiers in green soba ᾿ 


and paratrooper boots. 
- With the army, behind - dhem, the te-- 


- plus..the DISIP- people surround the 
Ἦ ἢ strageler, » prodding ‘hitn, along, . while 
one of the! other two breaks : away to ‘tha τ 
‘same, Spot. the straggler.. just’ vacated: 


VETS Out of Ἃ pichize window the. report 


ra can 889 the plane being. gassed pp. 


. pressing some paranoia herself, Says, 

= “Well they could blow us up -on tha 
plane, but they wouldn't sacrifice 8 
- Venezuelan plane. They don't. have that’ 


τὴν They have been, dragging οὗ, this 
grails for almost forty minutes how, and - 


Ἀ 


- they cam see. the busloads of -tourists . 


being Aushed back cut from théi¢ vaca- 
_ tions, The buses are stopping at the 
- back stairway of the plane. Then 
. Branch gets his idea, “In here where 
there is nobody to see us we can’t do 
much,” he tells Rothchild. “But out 


atinie their’ shufile. Two move ἡ 


: ble ‘developing tourism and: here, is his 


iaybe Le thinks we're - 


- ing behind’her in greater iumbers than 


and Branch huddle with Inclan. They 
+ kb the plan ood agree, Then all 
t. ¢@ abanion their shultte, ty the sire 
prise of the herders, who have been 
pushing all alung, Suddeaty they see 


‘gheir quarry running of in front of 


them, Et Largo doesn’t catch on right 
away, but he knows that ahatever the 
reporters want to do, it must be th 
wrong thing. δὸς starts running after 
them, yelling. “Stop! Branch and 
Rothchild h:t the double glass door with 
Inclan and FE] Large and the αὐ παν just 
behind. They all pour out onto the run- 
way to. the curious looky-of hundreds 
who are lined upto eet on the plane. 
For the first. time since they landed. 
in Veneruela, Incléa is visibly upset. 
She Fushes out to the line of passen< 
gera, screaming: fin Spanish and English 
that she is 9 woman reporter whose 
dignity kas been trampled on by the 
secret-pdlice, The police, who are mass- 


éver before, don't know quite: chow to 
deal with. Ἐδῶ, ‘The’ passengers : τ don't 
know whether to accept her as a: lunatic - 
traveler’ whom they don't want with: 


~ them on the plane; or. to bélieve, what _ 


΄ 


ΝΥ 


_ which "Branch and Rothchild have bee! 


she is saying, which would be unpleas- 
ant, Most of them pretend that nothing 
is happening. and κὸ on up the ramp. | 
- Branch, ‘nieanwhile, has planted hini- 
sclf on the stairs that lead to the front 
cabin of the plane. He is sitting down 
and his hands are clenched to the rails 
like a Quaher chained to “the White 


-House_ fence, Rothehild i is ee on the 


forceménts; the sword’. company. "The 
men in-brown wniferms have circled 
them, and they pull the swords a few 
inches out of their. long. § seabbards ready“ 
to ‘hog-stick’ Rothchild Bnd “Branch into- 
the airplane, Behind them offigials and © 
police seem to be pouring aut of the 
doors ‘and official jeeps are screeching 
up‘and screeching. off, and Romulo has 


“even Showed tip Agais. 0, ¥ 


The captain of. the atfplane,, a Vente 
zuelan, comes down the same ramp on. 


- plane being héld up and, his’. “PASSENe ὁ, 


- gérs! fast’ memory: of Vereziela will be’ 
nd blackjacks . ce 


these goons ‘with swords 


prodding” Americans ἂρ ‘the ramp. “He | . 


nas is VIASA, the Venezuelan airline, ᾿ 
δ aid: ‘not Pan Am, Taclan, finally ‘ex. 


steps over Branch and goes- right. down - 


to the huddle of secret police, where the 


“ctirrent brains of ‘the operation, Romulo - 
and El Largo, are ‘standing. The cap- 


tain proceeds te chew them out,. tell 


τ them-that they'are idiots to pull 'a show 


“there, i in front of all those tourists, we - 


can get some Bee. Let's ial Rothchild 


oe Sn a oa ae 


reas pene, acommes ene wh geet ce 


like, this. and that. he’ will not take: pas - 
sengers on his - ‘airplane if they are) 
Idaded by) force. ~The seciirity risk, ΟΡ 


‘ ohe thing. 1 these, people are that an: ἑ 


-gerdus, then why should they be’ flying 


a‘une on his airplane? 
El Largo and Rémulo don't quite 


ἘΣ ἘΝ 


‘know how tohandie this sudden obsta- ° 


cle They get a let’s-talk-this-one-over- 
baddy look on their faces and go inte a 
huddle with the captain. They also de 
fer to even higher authority, a beefy 
eop named Camargo, who is wearing a 
short-sleeve iuiies marae arrives sin 


the mitWe of the acene, louking tike ths 
ἤτον ἢ ἀιτεςίυς of a’runaway curt 
There .ce new dusens of DISIP men 
in plain clothes, "ἃ Sew representatives 
from about four different military de- 
tachments, frantic jeep drivers, airline 
authotities,. pilots and cround-crew pees 
sonnel, all crowding around to watch 
or take part in the action. Camaigo 
Jooka shy ward, thinking under preasure, 
and pets his idea. “Why don’t you Tet 
me go with these people?” he naka the 
pilot, “If LT take them to Miami, 1 guar. 
antee there won't be any funny stuff 
on your. plane.” Rothchill thinks this ts 

8 tite-ironic, The reporters come down | 


to investizate one -plane, bumbing and |. 
ay ᾿ 


return under mused: 9p that. 
pull one-off theniselves, ἡ . ; 

The pilot docan't think too me of 
Cawiargo’s idea. “Do vou have a U.S. 
visa?” he oaks Camargo, “No.” “Then, 


τ do you know whit they will do ke you 
Sma «” 


‘when you get” ἰό _ Miami? Mich’ 
joesn't ‘ike the. way 


that. παπάς ae "seraps the plan; and yo: 


the captain retirns to the plane... 


Thé reporters aren‘’t sure of, what - ad 


they have just done: They have. scored . 
a theatrical ‘victory—Jjust- 166k “around” 
at all these cars and soldiers and dis- 
tressed officials-—but they don’t like the 
prospect yf lunch with Ricardo Morales, 
Nobody seems to be running to call the 
American Embassy or ‘any other ont- 
side help, so the Blan is a qualified 
 failare.- ; 

The three of thera head. -back to the: 


ΠΝ afd start writing phone. nue 
bers on little scraps of ‘papér-—the nume 
bers, are of editors in Miami, friends, . 
and évén mothers. " fey try πη 

them. out to! boardin: 
téporters are received in this effort.like 
“Salvation ‘Army collectors at the race~ 
track. Only a few of the passengers nce 
tually take the notes, but just to make 
* pure, the DISIP people are picking 
them off at the higher end of ‘the line. 
- Some passengers even go out of their 
way to hand over ‘the notes, with an 


\ air of having done theiz civic duty. It. 


“into'a kind ‘of. assembly line, © 


“ notes if and ‘notes out, the DISIP 


goons collecting just as fast as Inelses. 
Branch ‘and Rothenild can scrawl... ° 
It ia- riéw; with the oplané about’ to. 
close its doors, that Branch cones up 
with another plin: send one, leave two, 
Branch still is hoping he can break the 
Morales- Jogjaim, and get out into friend- 
ly territory, where his contacts are 
waiting to help him, Inclan speaks the. 
» best Spanish and seems the most adept 
(88 handling inspectors and bureaucrats: 
“They. will Stay and ‘Rothchild is chosen’ 
to leave. Branch reminds-him, in front 
.of thé sword brigade, that he is an “exes 
pectant father,” but Rothchild needs no 
_.ehcouragement. He instantly calls for 
the captain and explains that he-wants 
‘to get on the plane. The captain hesi- 
tates, then agrees, and Rothchild runs 
for the stairs, As he passes Branch and 
Inclin, Branch sticks one page of phone 


‘numbers in, his pocket and, as o di- 


versionary tactic, clumstly sticks anoth- 
er note in hid Rand, athia one in full 


? 
' 


------- 


‘passengeys. The 


—— 


“ 


ee SRR eae <5 


ey rae a ee eee 


“se πόδ eee : ΟΝ, 
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‘e 


view ot the. cons. As the. ‘sword carriers, 
-are frisking Rothehila: tke. second note 
is triumphantly confiscated. They don't 
know that it says “Joe Morgan" on ἐξ. 
The name ὁ the great Cincinnatl seco 
end baseman will co sourewhere inte the 
DISUP bles, 

Halfway up the Fain. Rothehil 
senses trat the pressure hag somehow 


τ been reversed, that now the DISIP 
wants to keep him on the ground. Sev -. 


eral cops are following him as if they 
want to get ahead and stop him at the 
door, He: seurries inside the plane and 
rushes back to a seat; they are still fol-. 


lowing him, He hes. his seat belt buckled ~ 


almost before his ass-hita the cushion, 
and the two'cops reach out ‘as if to grab 


"him, - then change- their minds and 


abruptly leave the sireraft. But they 
quickly return, They ‘tell. Rothchild ina 
very frieidly tone that his friends 


- down on the ground. want ‘tor have a. 
~ word with him and that he better un-. 
το buckle“and come down.. Rothchild is so, He and. 
agitated -he believes them. He Beta’ as; θὲ 
sz, the top sf © 
the stairs, when he hears "Bratich yell... 


far, as the plane entran 


ing, “Get back.” He buwls. over 8 ι Btawe 


τ ardess on the way to his-seat, ΄. 


τ 


Ὑπὰ cops ate not. through κε: They 


᾿ς return with another ploy: Rothehild has 


a have brought up -a car and they are. 
ig trying’ to feree’ Branch and Inclin to 


: mot filled out the necessary papers and 


he must return to an office in the. air _ 


port. “Are you. sure this. ἐξ Ἐ & trick?” 
Rothehild asks. “No, - no trick. Fust , 

.® procedural matter.” Rothchild tells - 
them ΤΟΥ moving an inch until he 
talks to thé captain, | 


Out his little window, Rothehild sees" 


further agitation ‘on the runway, They 


fet into it, Camargo is flailing his. aims 
like a- giant windmill, ‘determined to’ iget 
all three reporters together—on or off 
the plane. The -reporters are equally 


determined, to split up. Branch and -° 


Anclan keep telling Camargo that they 
will’ not*move from the runway until 
‘the plane takes off. They want to stay 


in plain view of all the passengers, - 
fearing’t ‘that the goons will grab Koth- - 


‘ dbout-how ‘incredible all the commotion 


m tha. runway rand _Camarge ‘says, 
~*-Yoo've won, Let's a" The reporters 
huddle and say not untl at's off the 
ground, Camarge -looks furious and 
barks a command to his walkietalhie 
man. The plane stops immediately and 
aits In the sniddla of the airstrip. Ca- 
marge τι ἔτος the.toirer, the reporters 
conclude. The game, played by inches 
and bluifs, goes 03 for nearly an hears 


Camargo Plays Hardball ᾿ 

Branch and Incléa are spread-eagled 
ayainst the back<oor cpenings of the 
goon ear, facing each other, when the 
jet finally takes off. They have held this 
position for the last Eiteen- minutes or 
so of the cat-and-mouse:game. The roar 


- of the Jet engines sets off ‘tremors in 


‘Branch’ 3 gut, and he is flooded with τὸν 
lief. He feels tears welling Ὄρ. τ 
ad Rémisio-- ‘ig -now wearing “his gua 
tucked : inside - “his pants 2 at the -navel. 
‘His turtleneck is _ soaked _ with’ aw at. - 


_ reporters, - “ising over ithe roof” of the 
ear, decide: ‘that the plane will not be’ 


sealed ‘back, They. pet in the car, Rémilo . 

sits next to, Brafich, and: Cainargo, takes: 
Ξ the front seat. They peel off down the 
runway with other cars following. * 

. “How long will it ‘take the plane te 
get ‘to Miamii?”. Inclén asks Camargo. 
A -ittle more than three: ‘hours,” says 
“Camargo. “It ‘has ta SP in Mara- 


oak ‘dered. bictan’ ‘translating. “A 


ΠΣ 


AT Οὐ ΛΞ ele τὸ "δ, τ᾿ 


τ χοδὰ at ΤΟΙΣ His Une slant in. 
one aurection, and the upper row. of his 
front teeth ‘slants in the other, mabhing 


an Ἂς Branch thinks Camarge must 0]. 


file his tecth. He inches away from 
Rémule until he is almost: ia Joclia's _ 


: 

Three hours later; Camargo summons 
the two reporters to his office after 
more consultation with Central Ca- 
‘racas,:Only one thing bas changed, he 


asys gracious!y. .Both their visas have - 
been officially revoked; they sre or. | 


dered to leave at three-thirty, The re 
porters ask why, and Camargo sbrags. 
Without warning, the session is in- 
téerrupted _ then one of the younger ᾿ 
goons stréils in and hands Camargo ἃ" 


brand-new Jim Palmer baseball glove ἡ + 


and a box of-six basebulla, The report . 
ersare astonished. ST ee gre 


τ “Excuse:;ine” says Camargo, . Eee δι 
νέχίης ‘to pound his fist in the new ~ 


glove, He is beaming: He 
start. talking. ; basedall, with “a” 


formed: -Cainargo | 168. ranch, camer his * 
‘fist i inty the glove: .. Ν 
Camargo. is'now- expausive: 


reporters: “were guests - in his home. He- i 


gaxs.he knows a lot about’ the United: 
‘States and- “walks | over toa corner wherd 
| there is a stack of framed: diplomas δὰ 
the floor. He fips through them and 
hands Branch a diploma from the U.S, 


Army School of Special Warfare. It is - 


signed by General Joseph W. Stilwell, 
‘ Commandant, Then he hands: Branch a: 


caibo.” - 
ες Branch, shivers and Bas: Incl ta: - certifinnte-frory'the-Internatiojat Police -- 


translate. the. Spanish to uiske sure he . 

heard right. 
“1 thought you said it was 8 direct 
i,” Jnclin says. in dis- - 


‘replies Camargo, “but’ it is stopping ja 
Maracaibo.” - Ἢ 

The reporters discice with renewed 
horror the fact that Maracaibo is still 
in Venezuela; they envision the DISIP 


people paying,» 3 call on Rothchild. Car. 


\ Hes become, Workmieh in orange suits ᾿ς ἢ ἢ 


are, erguched i in the ‘shade, smoking eig- 


: ‘arettes, “and several hundred gawkers .. ° 


. are spread oul in a patina ls like sans : 


in, the bleachers. ws gettin re: fed 
“Cai eae Aes ; 


ἣ _ tries to get Branch and Ἰδεϊδὴ out οὗ, 
sight, Will they move inte the airport, . ~~ 


please? No. He goes off into a huddle 
and comes back. Will they get in the 


. car 80 they can get out of the hot sunt 


No. Will they get in ‘the. ear.if he prom- 
ises they ‘can “watch ‘the plane, from 
there? No. After’ one: huddlé, ‘the unood 


changes and several goons swing little” 


‘ brown blackjacks. “Branch and - ‘Inclin 


“gay @ prayer, refuse to move and wave 


ον Otentatiously at the airplane, ‘The 


Ὁ 


froons shove.and menace but then go off 
again. Romulo comes back with his gar 
pulled, looking, like a crated assussin. 
Camargo soox yanks him back to the 
goon huddle, The plhne starts taxiing 


- 


fark: ta" Misini, ὃ setiora,”. 


Academy, a training school for “the 
world’s policemen. It has closed aftér a - 
dose of scandal. Branch wonders if all 
the DISIP goons have been trained by | 
“the Agency; he would like bo meet thelr 
American contacts: - - 


Rothchild has landed ‘in Migr He: 


goes straight’ to 1 he Miami New 


ie swe κ᾿ 


causes an uproar with hia ‘stoxy. “The a 
editors thére have -béen. worfied .about™ 


4 
i 


ΝΜ 


Inclin since shé missed her check-in - 


call six hours ago. The managing: edi+ . 


pee “aay suagestions on who to get rid of ?” ec, θς 


di 


tor calle the aiierican Embassy ia ‘Ca. 
Pacas and lifts’it é6ff the ground with 
rage. The embassy promises to investi- 
ΓΕ immeahately. Rothchild begins to 
reconsider his views on newspaper. «ἱ- 


tors, 
‘Camargo comes into the holding room 


wearing the loox of «a man who has suk, 


accomplished something. 


“Your visas have been officially con- 


fiscated,” he anhounces, 
The reporters look at him blankly. 


“What's new about that?” asks inélan. © 


“You have had them all day.” 
“Now they ara permanently confis: 
- ented,” says Camargo. He shows them 
‘a new Venezuelan.seal stamped on each 
. one, Over ‘the seals, ‘someone has 
. scrawled, “Visa fue revocada.” 4 


Before the reporters have time to fig. ἡ 


_ bre out what this signifies, Camatyo 
_ gives the order to move out, He.saya the 


ἡ plane is late, “The goon aqesds Mile - 


terialize, δέδωκε, οὐ Te te a Ne τ 


ate-in ‘big trouble. Even if Camargo 
_ Ὁ, them go, ‘she-says, they coiild be 

: ‘stopped ten feet outside the airport-and 
‘ashed for their papers’ They could. be 
- slapped ia prison for the “revocada? on 
’ their passports, For.the first tite. they 


' ate not on solid legal grourid.- Branch - 


shakes his head wearily and tells Inclin 


: they have lost a.round of hardball, - 


They follow a triumphant Camargo 


ἘΝ hanes 
On October 24, two nye after the re 
"porters left Caracas, * Deputy Interior 


t Minister Marco Tulio Brunicelli talked - 
“with the presa to clear up the’ matter. . 
Ὁ Brinicelli. ‘saul Hilda Yaclan bad ars 
rived éarrying doctiments that-“did ποῖ," 


‘; conform “with natlona noris," and 
that “she was cordially. asked to leave 
. the country because: it ig necessary to 
‘comply with our. laws.” As for ‘Branch 
- and Rothchild, Ne declated ‘that they 
ς “expressed solid arity with their col- 
; ᾿ς feagae | and detided to to Jeave the coun- 


_  the-tefrorists and parse be) nothing’ but* 
opposition from the Agency: “If you . 


“+ don't help tha, good people fight Castro,” 
said one old C.LA. Cuban; “then we have 


. to help the bad ones da it, There's noth 


_- ing left but terrorigm.” Branch, was 
stunned by how rapidly the anti-C.L.A., 
af pro-terrorist: trend: had. prozressed it 


iy geen the two yetrs since he had left, 


| Miami CEA, loyalists’ were now in very 
short supply. The Isat defectors were 
. Cubans whose secret historiés stretched 
back to the Fifties and Sixties, when 
their anti-Communist, movement was in 
¢ the American mainstream. The C.LA. 


Ἰ trained the Cubans to work by stealth—- 
. to lie, smuggle weapons, move illegally .. 
_is and out of countries, make bombs | 


sto 


"Δ 2 5 STE 


“ἀν OS ae ταν “ὦ 
7 awh yt —s 
Pee Terres mae} ens 


"was working on the tertorist rietwork, 
“It came by messenger -and read like 


‘thing—whatever ΕἾΤ ie 


+ with something” you would be likely to 
τὰ here, that. ‘he didn't want out, Think.” 


᾿ tha’ Assistant US. Attorney in_ charge . 


‘he knew, He took a-reading of Propper - 
* and was satisfied that he wanted badly 


Rts Fock. Something gave ΝΕ a 
: New 


: ut 6 
- Have all that, don’t you?” y 


Proppet..” 


‘pleaded. Proppér niade a couple of un- 


these riewapapers from the Library οὗ. 
Congress as soon a3 possible, | τ᾿ 


-and the C.I.A. to investigate, and the 


wee Tele 


Pre +e anid it could he handled. The ὁ ! nar 
Pitch, ople on the ease would arrest ΠῚ 12. 
their own mothers if they had ta. The- {. 
terrorists ad threatened tu kill am | 
FLEE uyent. The Bureau hed two hun-. | 
dret agents on the case. It was the 
bizvest thing isn the ULE . 

“What about the Agency?” asked 
Branch, “Look, J dunt think the CLA. 
had anything te do with these murders, 
but the terrorists are using their old 
C.LA. connections in more ways than | 
one. The Agency is in ἃ bind, It has j 
‘created a-monster, The whole world of 
seercts in Miami has -turned upside 
down, But VN ket those old pros over. :, 
at the Agency aren't- about. to satrifice - {, 
theif security and secrecy to help solve εἰ 
ἃ murder.” τον 

Propper said he was getting cooperae. ‘ 
tion, reains of stuff in fact, Branch - 
asked him to test it, “Ask ἐπεὰν for” 
their file un Luis Posada,” he asid, “I Ὁ 
know they've got one on him, Me ‘came 
: Into the Agency through the DURP,.” 
- before the Hay of. Pigs. Ask the Agence 

what it-has about Posada’s involvemént 
with (ἃ bootleg assassination attemps < 
against Castro‘in 1965. Javolving’a- gay - 
_ named-Herminio: Diez, Diat was cadght ἢ 
“anid Killed in Cuba Now, if the Agency ο΄ 
doesn’t have anything on that, they're τ 
just giving you a: laut of smoke.” (Po- 5 
sadi 13 the Cuban: detective from the * : 

DISIP-now held by the DISIP for tie 
- Cubana de Aviacién bombing.) : 
. .Propper agreed, (On a Jater "visi τὶ 

Propper would -gay he was getting < 
Agency cooperation but declined to give 
Bratch any details.) ΙΝ 
On November 4, the State Depart. 
ment responded to ‘Branch’ π request for 
ἃ position statement on the Venezuelan 
expulsion, which the U.S. Embassy in ; 
Caracas had been iavestigating. ACT He Shey 
State Department representative read a: J a: ' 
to solve the case, Branch only., worried | portion of a press briefing as.follows: ᾿ς : , , 
that they” weré_ both. way -@ver their-. : What. did? he (Branch) say and - eA he 
heads. His worries SkyYocketed when ᾿ ‘what’s the Biate Department going ἴον ὄν ων 


Π strike secretly against Castro ine 
&. - Someof them were “oficial” tere 
rorisfs, who would stoically accept lung 
jail sentences rather than reveal a 
CLA, secret, Now they were no longer 
official. 

Rothchild was back home in the Ev. 
ergiades, On Monday he ceceived the 
first of several, phone calls from a man 
identifying himself as a “consultant to 
the government of Wenezuela.” He 
wanted to give: Rothchild some money, 
te write about Rothchild’s background, 
Very weird, thought Rothchild. He be 
gan to worry. that'his trip to Caracas” 
would follow him: ; 

Press-reports from Venezuela quoted _ 
interior, ministry officials in- Venezuela 
δὲ saying . that Ricardo’ Morates “did 
ot cause the expulsion of the Ameri- 
can journalists.” In απ official state: 
ment on October 26 the ministry said 
Morates “does | not even Seon, for ἘΠῸ 


“The Wey to this. 
Merales, ‘and - 
the key ta'hims is something ou.already 
know, It seems that something ‘he once 
told you or knows you know will click 


Sherlock Hotmes: 


hear here, or. would reveal ‘something 


Branchiwent to, see Eugére Propper, 


of the Letélier investigation. Propper | 
wanted to “know about the ‘Venezuela 
trip because he was thinking of going 
‘there himself. ‘the leads pointed there, 
he said, He asked questions about the 
Cuban terrorists, Branch outlined what 


Propper asked to see a copy of The do about it? - 
Miami News, which contained articles A: He described ‘the dealings he ie 
two others had .with the Venezuelan ". : oe “ 


spout Morales and the Venezuela trip. 
Propper. Knitted - his eyebrows sand: ᾿ 


bs 4 ‘authorities: at Maiquetia Airport when ~ ὃ aa . 
tized ‘tha News ‘aa. if “it were a He AEN 


they arrived there last. week. V’m ποῖ] .-”, < 
‘going to discuss details of what-he said, oe a 

That would ‘be for shim to do, if. he: 
τς wishes, ‘Our. Embassy has’ ‘expregsed our "s 
'eoncera over this incident to the appro- ἢ 
: priate Government, of Venezuela. offi- 


“I don't think, we: get tin,” maid 


tee ‘ gitated 
: ‘from the State Department called back, + i 
“Nz, Branch,” she said, “I'm afraid 2 Σ 
there's been a big mistake, That brief. ὁ. SOREN Sy 
ing that was just read to you does not | : Soon ot ‘ 
ae an) 


- “You have. to “have thera.” Brack 


successful -phone calls around the Jus . 


tice. ‘Department and said he would get 
constitute the department's pablies peal: 


, tion. Itis.a guidetine, bie 
- “What is a guidéline?” | 
“itis a policy draft setting out ‘what 
the people, here are authorized to say in 
response to inquiries, What you have~ 
there ig‘what we would have said had 
-we been asked. But it is not what we 
have said publicly, We have no record 
of being asked on the record, although 
sorse reporters may have inquired pri- 
wately, in which case we would Πᾶνα 

reaponded according to the guideline.” 

“So what is the State Department's | 
7 poaltion, then?” 2. 7 


-,Branch knew what it must be like to 
call the police station in the middle of a 
robbery and find its’ phone. disconnected.’ 
He recovered and offered to do: any- 
thing. he could to’ help, ¢ even’ to ge beet 
to Venezuela. 
“Eve only rot one major eerration® 

he aaid, “ond that is the informant 
problem. You have to rely on the F.B.1. 


fact is that most of-the suspects and 
likely witnesses are old CLA, and 
F.B.L, men of some sort.” - 


ἘΦ tte ptt? pee: 


14-00000 


Ἐπ 
+ 


a’ 


A ON a nae HHS me κα τωαορνανουν ποτα me 


8 


ΡΥ. 


Fk rpc ee γεν 


The woman “went on to say, in so 
many words, that State was holding 
steady at an expression of coucern. 
That afternoon, Branch met with 
Propper and the senior F.BL. agent o- 
the Letelier ense. The agent «23 con- 


: Nindingly determined ty solve the mur. 


ders.’ Branch sketched out“what he knew 
again, The agen ‘advised. hits strongly 
“inet to! ‘yetucn’.to Venezuela, observing 
that the vise was perfectly capable 
“of hands a 


τ πεν ΜΉΝ that he was not “sore 


τὶ JowsHe- wag just offering to do what be | 


of the Ruresu’s.o~7 Physical safety. 
there, and eat furthermore the ἘΞ, 
did rok have jurisdiction for such a 
trip. He outlined the restrictions oa 
the F.B.1. and CLA, as they. apply te. 
eases oat are both domestic and inter. 


national ‘security. . it added up to. εὐ. 
2%, but it-did net destroy the —* 


Branch’. τούδαδῃος, however, - “was 


could again when’ a call came throagh 
Ἂς Pere ‘The ‘agent -becatne excited Ἢ 
enctse e ἘΠᾶ.. Ca 


ἤ 
- Ὧν 
pees 
: 
ap σὗ 
ae ies 


’ 
ot Rae ee κεκε cenee 4 et tare! 
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